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MidTown Cleveland Business Resources

SMALL BUSINESS PROGRAMS

Goldman 10,000 Small Businesses
Operated in partnership with Tri-C, this program helps entrepreneurs create jobs and economic opportunity

by providing them with greater access to education, financial capital, and business support services.

Score Cleveland
Free mentoring and educational webinars to help start and grow your business in Cuyahoga County.

Scalerator NEO
This program is for companies with roughly $5M to $15M in annual revenue with the potential to scale their

business.

Legal Aid Society - Legal Center for Low-Income Entrepreneurs
The Center is designed to provide specialized support for Northeast Ohio’s underrepresented, underserved,

and low-income entrepreneurs.

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS

JumpStart
JumpStart combines capital, services and connections to help entrepreneurs grow, researchers commercialize

and corporations innovate.

Urban League of Greater Cleveland
Dedicated to providing equal opportunities for African-Americans and other minority members to develop and

exercise their potential through education, research, advocacy, and provision of services.

President's Council
Cleveland and Northeast Ohio's top African American business chamber of commerce dedicated to promoting

minority and black businesses.

MAGNET
Work with MAGNET's growth experts and receive experienced and practical guidance and support to advance

your manufacturing business to new heights.

Plexus
The voice for LGBTQ and allied business communities in Northeast Ohio.

Greater Cleveland Chinese Chamber of Commerce
A non-profit organization serving Chinese/American business communities in Northeast Ohio striving to

provide support and create opportunities for our constituency.

COSE
The Council of Small Enterprises offers its members networking and educational events, advocacy, or legislative
and regulatory issues and cost-effective group purchasing programs.



https://www.tri-c.edu/10ksb/
https://cleveland.score.org/
https://www.scaleratorneo.org/
https://lasclev.org/get-help/community-initiatives/lowincomeentrepreneurs/
https://www.jumpstartinc.org/smallbiz/
https://www.ulcleveland.org/
https://thepresidentscouncil.com/
https://www.manufacturingsuccess.org/growth-services
https://www.thinkplexus.org/
https://www.clechinesechamber.com/
https://www.cose.org/

Ohio Aerospace Institute
The Ohio Aerospace Institute helps members by connecting them to new customers, markets, and audiences.

Hispanic Business Center
The Small Business Development Center at the Hispanic Business Center specializes in providing Spanish

bilingual business development services to pre-venture, startup, and existing businesses.

CITY PROGRAMS

Economic Development Loan Programs
The City of Cleveland has a variety of loans and grants to help expand your company or relocate your
company to Cleveland. In addition, we work with Cuyahoga County and the State of Ohio to bring other

resources to finance your needs.

Storefront Renovation Program
This program helps neighborhood retail districts become more attractive, economically viable, and diverse
places to visit and shop by assisting in the design and funding of signage and rehabilitation of traditional

storefront buildings.

Neighborhood Retail Assistance Program
This is a program that supports entrepreneurs by providing a funding source for locally-owned businesses to

upgrade the exterior and interior appearance of their storefronts.

STATE PROGRAMS

Jobs Ohio Loans & Incentives
Grants, loans, and incentives for your Ohio-based business.

Ohio Department of Development Business Support
Information for statewide business development initiatives based on industry and sector.

Ohio Small Business Development Center
Listing of SBDC locations in Ohio.

Licenses & Permits
Listing of licenses and permits for the state of Ohio.

Alcohol Permit Process

Application for a new bar, carryout, or restaurant alcohol permit.

Register and File Business with Ohio Secretary of State
Officially file your business in the state of Ohio.

SMALL BUSINESS LOANS

ECDI

ECDI is fiercely dedicated to assuring every entrepreneur has access to funding and the businesses mentoring
services they need to build a small business that thrives.

Grow Cuyahoga Fund
An economic development finance tool lending money to small businesses that have the potential to grow

successfully and create jobs.


https://www.hbcenter.org/hbc-home/
https://makeitincleveland.org/grow-and-expand/incentives-and-financing
https://www.clevelandohio.gov/CityofCleveland/Home/Government/CityAgencies/CommunityDevelopment/StorefrontRenovation
https://makeitincleveland.org/incentives/neighborhood-retail-assistance-program
https://www.jobsohio.com/why-ohio/incentives/
https://development.ohio.gov/business
https://clients.ohiosbdc.ohio.gov/
https://ohio.gov/jobs/resources/licenses-and-permits
https://com.ohio.gov/static/documents/LIQR_HowToApply.pdf
https://www.sos.state.oh.us/businesses/filing-forms--fee-schedule/
https://www.ecdi.org/
https://oai.org/
https://growcuyahoga.org/

Hebrew Free Loan Association
HFLA assists businesses, students, and residents of Northeast Ohio attain financial stability through
interest-free lending.

Honeycomb Credit
Small business loans, crowdfunded by you. Discover and invest in local small businesses and earn a

competitive return to make your neighborhood prosper.

Village Capital Corporation - Cleveland Neighborhood Progress
Village Capital is a strong community partner that brings local expertise and financing assistance to high

profile and challenging development projects.

HELPFUL DOCUMENTS/LINKS

Business Growth Compass
Navigate the resources to grow your business.

Business Look-Up

Search for existing businesses listed in Ohio.

PC Buys Black Marketplace
This tool is designed to connect local Black-owned e-commerce and brick and mortar businesses interested in
selling products and services to local shoppers.

Starting Your Business in Ohio
A step by step guide on starting a business in Ohio.

Hiring Your First or Next Employee
A step by step guide on hiring employees for your business.

Start a Limited Liability Company in Ohio
A step by step guide on filing as an LLC.

Minority Business Enterprise Certification Checklist
Checklist of documents required to officially file as an MBE business in Ohio.

City of Cleveland Permits & Licenses

Listing of permits and licenses through the city.

ShopCLE
Find small businesses by category or the type of products they offer.

CONTACT INFORMATION
If you would like more information, have questions about these resources, or need general business support,
please email smueller@midtowncleveland.org or call 474-902-0337


http://www.clevelandnp.org/vcc/
https://inclusionmarketplace.com/neobusinessgrowthcompass
https://businesssearch.ohiosos.gov/
https://thepresidentscouncil.com/pc-buys-black-marketplace/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-VtezWfHArB73I5jw7KpY4b4rv6p-FYJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FHGkEbFzDuthq3OLkZ_rKeZfQjFuJL4D/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L5rEXKrwuWBEEIri-FUzmwD9E9IomfUr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wymA4nnY_LcCYRsI7zh3iuRYonidnHxY/view?usp=sharing
https://www.clevelandohio.gov/taxonomy/term/195
https://cose.shopwhereilive.com/business-directory/
https://www.honeycombcredit.com/
https://interestfree.org/

