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Project
Summary

Between June and December
2022, MidTown partnered with
CUDC and SOSHL Studio to
create a conceptual design for a
new permanent park space in
AsiaTown.

The project began with deep
community engagement with a
diverse group of neighbors,
leaders, and other stakeholders
in AsiaTown.

Through this engagement and
brainstorming, the design team
created an initial design, which
was then workshopped with
community members and further
modified to arrive at a final
design direction.

MidTown is still exploring
possible sites for the park, but
the goal is to find a site along
Payne Ave. between E 27th and E
39th Sts. in the heart of Asiatown.
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Project
Timeline

PROJECT COMMUNITY FOCUS GROUPS DESIGN REFINEMENT HAND-OFF
KICKOFF ENGAGEMENT

Design team led focus Design team created Additional focus group Presentation and
Kickoff between Initial community groups with several three different design community feedback and  hand-off of concept
MidTown team, engagement activities at the stakeholder and prototypes based on refinement of designs. designs to MidTown
stakeholders, and pop-up Square Dancing lot to neighborhood groups to community input. team for next steps.
design team understand what community dig deeper into

members want to see in a community needs.

new park.

A
v

JUNE 2022

JULY - AUGUST 2022
AUGUST - SEPT 2022
OCTOBER 2022
NOVEMBER 2022
DECEMBER 2022
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Ongoing community conversations helped
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What We

Heard: E A Bath Trees/
Comfort 3 rooms plants
and safety ¢
were the =
most . [ Benches/ Tables + Safe +
I- m p O rt a Nt : rest areas Chairs Protected
needs.

: Instagram Variety of

\ spot spaces
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What We
Heard™:

Play and
exercise areas
were the most
desired
elements.

* sum of community
engagement and steering
committee voting

——

What one element below is the MOST important TEBHTERRRASEFEAEEIN?
to you to see in a NEW PARK SPACE?

Please add your vote using the sticker dots! ARSI

Green = Ist most important, Yellow = 2nd, Red = 3rd A - BHEY, NE=W-EE, g6 - BZEE

1. Vote for the park elements you would most like to see below! ‘ @ '

Sports Court
Eats

Outdoor performance space  Walking path Water Feature Playground

¥AEAHE 620 ] AR

LR s

Indoor gathering space Game tables (ex/chess) Drawing/creative kids area Community bulletin board Exercise Equipy o
L T A (IR0 LR/ B HEBEH R ::u‘
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What We
Heard:
Features
Comments

A sign like “This is
AsiaTown" - not
necessary but would be
impressive.

Hammocks!

Natural materials and lots
of rock paths to step on.

A dog area can just
be lawn too. It can
be multi purpose.

Lots of pockets for people
to hang out.

A walking path for safety (antiskid),
especially in winter. Passengers/pass
bys rarely walk in this area because it
is unsafe and inconvenient.
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What We Heard:
Iraditional Asian designs are best suited to
the Asialown neighborhood.

21 10 1 4 16
Traditional Chinese Common US Colorful Modern Colorful Universal Contemporary Asian
Garden Asiatown Style Asian Design Design Design Referencing

Traditional forms



ASIATOWN PARK | COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT | INITIAL DESIGNS | FEEDBACK | REFINEMENT | EINAL DESIGNS

What We
Heard:
Aesthetics
Comments

Dragon is cool but does
not need to only be
traditional

[add] Gate to mark
entry but not a
typical chinatown
gate.

| love the landmarks to show
“ChinaTown". Show some
Chinese elements such as
Chinese paintings, face masks,
pandas, dragons, Phoenix, but
with Contemporary Asian
Design.

Loving a mixture between
the contemporary and
color focused design.

-

A modern twist with traditional style.
We could also mix in flags or diff.
Asian cultural aspects (types of
plants, colors, food) you could
implement murals showcasing artists
in the neighborhood.
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What We
Heard:
Public
spaces you

loved and ioa unc: year of  Little Tokyo, Los  Soletice Steps,  Gastman Reading,
would love
to see
referenced
in Asialown!

Int'l District Hester St. Washington Park, Woods of Net,
Chinatown, Playground, NYC Cincinnati Hakone Park,
Seattle Japan



"Build something for adults and
they'll just go with their adult
friends. Build something for the
kids, and whole families will go
and that'll bring the community
together.”

- Neighborhood parent
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Design: Goals
& Objectives

Joyful + Asian-Inspired

Create an inspiring,
multi-generational,
child-friendly park that nods
to Asian culture while rooted
in contemporary design.

Safe + Welcoming for All

Build a safe, welcoming,
and unique community
gathering place to serve
all facets of the Asiatown
neighborhood.
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ontext
Analysis
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Referenced the past 10 years
of planning efforts

WE'RE GROWING HOME

9 Districts

We propose the overarching yision statement: “We're Growing Home.* The phras

Lransforms the racist knsults o home™ and *Go back 1o your comtry” so famill

ubverts and
Astan and Asian
American people In the United States. It represents taking & stand. reclalming our belonging 1o this
Place, 280 & collective commitment Lo making it better. In general, “home” can mean many (Mngs to
masy people — i celebrates the myriad ways peoplc create & place that they can call home. 1t Is » place
of care and hosgitality, where everyone Is wrlcome and wpporied, I¢ Is a place where everyone can
Uhrive, and where prosperity and seaninglel ivelibood may flouriah, It Is & place of safety, belonging,
and accepsance. And 1t invites & Jonging and the capacity 10 imchide all

The AstaTown Shared Vision expresses *home” in Its unique and Interconnected way. it b organieed In
six themes o elements. Although each element overtaps and s swisally dependest 0a each of the
others, we organice them here separately for clarity

Aslan cultures — not st about

)
[} ,‘\"“
B

belong and are seen and heard by all in the

nd, and arcand the country

for people of all races

races. families who stay here to raise
se1, many of which

People help pecple. Families

The rest of this document detalls the values and meanings behind these Viskon Flements in the volces
of community members. I comments were shared or captured n Chinese, we retain the inguage and
20 & rasalation.

Imagine AsiaTown Visioning Report

AsiaTown Master Plan Phases 1A/B/C

i The District
i Center
§ 3wannt noder

§ 5 gmrarng ipaces

PROPOSED ASIATOWN STREE PE PLAN

CTIVITY NODES

AsiaTown Transportation & Streetscape Plan

Midtown Neighborhood Vision Plan
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Geography

The core of Asiatown lies between the 90
freeway at E 30th St. and the railroad
overpass at E 40th St., between Perkins Ave.
and St. Clair Ave. These two barriers create
limitations for pedestrian access to the
neighborhood, but also opportunities by
creating a recognizable central spine.

For the purposes of this work, we are
conceptualizing this park as being sited on
Payne Ave. between E. 30th and E. 40th Sts.
to provide maximum accessibility to
neighborhood residents.
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Demographics

There is a strong density of residents both to
the north and the south of Payne Ave., and
especially a density of Asian residents around
Payne Ave.

The noticeable shift in color to the right of the
diagram shows the shift in demographics to
the east of E 55th St.

- Asian residents

| African-American residents

[ White residents

chk

Source: XxXxx
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Vacant Lots

There are also a number of vacant lots along
Payne Ave. in our area of focus, providing a
number of possible sites for this park to find a
permanent home.

Asian residents

African-American residents

White residents

Vacant lots

Source: XxXxx
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Design
Concepts
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'wo Design
ypologies

Diagonal

Creates a strong spine diagonally through
the site, possibly creating a cut-through
based on existing desire lines (taken from
patterns at square dancing lot)

Straddling

Takes the elements of the previous
typologies and rearranges them on either
side of a street - positing that the street can
be closed for special occasions.
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Design

lypology T:
Diagonal




ASIATOWN PARK | COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT | INITIAL DESIGNS | FEEDBACK | REFINEMENT | EINAL DESIGNS %

Diagonal: *

S . t P I Payne Ave.
Walking path
Entry gates
Sculptural benches
Splash pad
Open grid of swings
Covered pavilion
Playground
Hillside slides Game tables
Amphitheatre seating
Performance
Restrooms & practice area
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Diagonal:
Functional Diagram

Payne Ave

Entrance Area

Linear Gym & Seating
Pavilion

Playful Seating
Restroom
Fountain/water feature
Playground

Tables (picnic & games)
Dancing Space

«->» Relationship

IRIRIRIN NERinini
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Diagonal:
Bird's Eye View

In\“

"/

/;’“'"" "”"‘I\” i
5 ""f 'H(‘ H
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<—— Payne Ave.
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Design

Typology 2:
Straddling
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Straddling:
Site Plan

Entrygates ..........

Opengrid .........
of swings

Amphitheatre seating - - - -

Dance practice &
performance area

Gametables - - - - -+

Covered pavilion - - - - -

Payne Ave.

Walking path

Splash pad

Restrooms

Picnic tables

Sculptural benches

Playground
& hillside slides

Possible new ground
plane for street segment
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Straddling: ;H:’
Functional Diagram

Payne Ave

Entrance Area

Linear Gym & Seating
Pavilion

Playful Seating
Restroom
Fountain/water feature
Playground

Tables (picnic & games)
Dancing Space
Relationship

I

0000FEODO

¥
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Straddling: 0
Bird's Eye View
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4 = <— PayneAve. ———



ASIATOWN PARK | COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT | INITIAL DESIGNS | FEEDBACK |4 INEMENT | EINAL DESIGNS
i, 7 )







PN

JG_N§ | FEEDBACK | REFINEMENT | EINAL DESIGNS




1%
Z|
9
%
[
[a)
|
g
Z
i
E
z
w
>
w
Z
w
w
[+
S
<
o
[a]
w
w
w
wn
z
9
(%]
w
(a)
ed
<
=
z
E
z
w
>
w
Q
<
)
z
w
z
=)
=
>
o
(o]
X
g
a
z
8
=
<
]
<




ASIATOWN PARK | COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT | INITIAL DESIGNS | FEEDBACK | REFINEMENT | EINAL DESIGNS




ASIATOWN PARK | COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT | INITIAL DESIGNS | FEEDBACK | REFINEMENT | EINAL DESIGNS

TSR

|




\SIATOWN PARK | COMM*GAGEMENT | INITIAL DESIGNS | FEEDBACK | REFINEMENT | EINAL DESIGNS
o




ASIATOWN PARK | COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT | INITIAL DESIGNS | FEEDBACK | REFINEMENT | EINAL DESIGNS




ASIATOWN PARK | COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT | INITIAL DESIGNS | FEEDBACK | REFINEMENT | EINAL DESIGNS




ASIATOWN PARK | COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT | INITIAL DESIGNS | FEEDBACK | REFINEMENT | EINAL DESIGNS

Asian Design
Elements
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Asian Gate Design
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Asian Gate Design
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Asian Detail: Dougong
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Pergola Design: Dougong
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Asian Detail: Menmel
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Asian Feature: Wishing Tree

HUDSON YARDS - YOKO ONO — Cultur: I


https://www.culturecorps.com/hudson-yards-yoko-ono
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Appendix
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ample Site
Applications
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S . t O t . 1

Railroad Site:

Current parking lots on
Payne Ave. straddling E.
39th St.

S Uloc
=\

ohioMills(Corp
- (s

=" A, =X "! ol e
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Straddling: Site 1
Application

Payne Ave.

To be applied to the
Railroad site at 39th St.
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Straddling: Site 1
Application

Future development
could hug this park from
both sides, and parking
could be rented for park
visitors during off hours

1

-
ﬂ

.
ORi 6fM IIs Corp -
VA
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S . t O t . 2

Dave’s Site;

Current parking lot at
Payne Ave.and E 33rd St.

WebstenCt

)

.
5
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:
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Diagonal: Site 2 pame Av.

Application

Applied to the Dave’s site
(full width of temporary
site parking lot)




ASIATOWN PARK | COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT | INITIAL DESIGNS | FEEDBACK | REFINEMENT | EINAL DESIGNS

Diagonal: Site 2
Application

Future development
could even embrace this
green corner and expand it
to connect other lots

1Square
Rarking

\ebsterCt

5



